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Item 1.01. Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.

On December 30, 2004, the Company entered into an agreement with the Estate of Mary Irene Ryan and the Trustees of the Marital Trust for the benefit of
Mary Irene Ryan to purchase an aggregate of 1,042,000 shares of the Company’s common stock at a price of $46.36 per share. Mary Irene Ryan was the mother
of John T. Ryan III, the Company’s Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. John T. Ryan III and his sister, Irene Ryan Shaw, the wife of Company director L.
Edward Shaw, Jr., are the executors of the Estate. The Trustees of the Marital Trust are Mr. Ryan and John C. Unkovic, a director of the Company. The purchase
price was determined by a committee of disinterested directors based on an analysis done by investment bankers retained by the Company. Of the shares to be
purchased by the Company, 185,000 shares will be sold by the Estate and 857,000 shares will be sold by the Marital Trust. Closing of the sale is expected to occur
on or about Tuesday, January 11, 2005.

Item 8.01. Other Events.

On January 3, 2005, the Company issued a press release announcing the share repurchase described in Item 1.01. A copy of the press release is filed as
Exhibit 99.1 to this report.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits. The following exhibit is filed herewith:

Exhibit
Number Description
99.1 Press Release dated January 3, 2005, announcing the share repurchase described in Item 1.01.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
thereunto duly authorized.

MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY
(Registrant)

By /s/ Douglas K. McClaine

Douglas K. McClaine
General Counsel and Secretary

Date: January 4, 2005

-3-



EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number Description
99.1 Press Release dated January 3, 2005, announcing the share repurchase described in Item 1.01.
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Exhibit 99.1

FROM: MSA (Mine Safety Appliances Company)
Ticker: MSA (NYSE)
Contact: Mark Deasy — (412) 967-3357

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MSA Approves Purchase of Ryan Estate Shares

PITTSBURGH, January 3, 2005 — MSA (NYSE: MSA) has agreed to purchase 1,042,000 shares of MSA common stock held by the estate of Mary Irene
Ryan, the late mother of MSA chairman and CEO John T. Ryan III, at a price of $46.36 per share. This transaction will reduce the number of shares outstanding
and approximately offset the dilution of MSA stock which has occurred over the past 12 months. After this transaction, MSA will have 36,299,386 shares of
common stock outstanding. The company continues to have authorization to repurchase an additional 200,000 shares.

Established in 1914, MSA is a global leader in the development, manufacture and supply of sophisticated safety products that protect people’s health and
safety. Sophisticated safety products typically integrate any combination of electronics, mechanical systems and advanced materials to protect users against
hazardous or life-threatening situations. The company’s comprehensive line of products is used by workers around the world in the fire service, homeland
security, construction and other industries, as well as the military. MSA products include self-contained breathing apparatus, gas masks, gas detection
instruments, head protection, respirators and thermal imaging cameras. The company also provides a broad offering of consumer and contractor safety products
through retail channels. These products are marketed and sold under the MSA Safety Works brand name. MSA has manufacturing operations throughout the
United States and Europe and 28 international affiliates. More information about MSA is available on the company’s Web site at www.msanet.com.
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